
LEISURE CENTRE MOVEMENT DISAPPOINTED OVER WORKING GROUPS’ PROPOSALS

CAMPAIGN SLAMS
COUNCIL FOR
’SIDELINING’ SUPPORT

A CAMPAIGN group has slammed a council
for being ’sidelined’ after helping to save one
of the city’s oldest leisure centres.
The Save Victoria Baths group have been
instrumental in keeping open the Victoria Leisure
Centre in Sneinton after Nottingham City Council
originally announced plans to close it. Having
fought to keep the centre open and been central
over consultation of how it should now be
refurbished, members feel the council’s working
group over the project are now not working in
partnership with them. Spokesman for the group
Mat Andasun claimed the authority has refused to
have a member of the campaign group on the
panel that chooses the
architects for the new
facility. He also stated
the council simply want
to maximise the amount
of commercial
development on the site
and rebuild the baths on
Brook Street as a bland
’McLeisure Centre’.
He said: " The council
is trying to sideline the
campaign group by
saying it’s listening and
working in partnership
but it is in fact doing
the opposite."
"We spent long hours
during May, June and
July meeting with the
Council to agree an
Architect’s
Brief for the new
developments but the
brief that went out
missed several key
elements." "It missed
out that there must be
two pools, and that
there must be one
reception area with
excellent connectivity to
the Market Place. But it
was pushed out over the
summer holidays whilst
people were away." But
Councillor Ken
Williams, Chair of
Victoria Leisure Centre
Working Group said it
had fully consulted with
the group.
He said: "We are very
disappointed that the
Save Victoria Baths
Campaign Group are

suggesting that they are
being sidelined in this
process, as this is not the
case." Throughout the
past few months elected
members, the Area
Committee and Officers
of the Council have
worked extremely hard
to fully engage and
communicate with
campaigners."
Continued on page 4....

SUPERHERO EFFORT FOR 125th PARTY

Natwest staff in Basford made it a day to remember last Friday, as they celebrated 125
years of banking by cutting a birthday cake providing refreshments for their customers
and raising over £110 for the Gene’s for Jeans charity. To ensure the day was fun as

well as a celebration, the banking team dressed up as Superheros and Villians and gave
customers a chance to throw wet sponges at the branch manager while he was in the
stocks. Pictured are Natwest superheros Alison Croome, Debbie Mitchell and Anita

Walker putting manager Ashley McPherson in the firing line.

By Ed Palmer



PAINT CENTRE COMES TO AID OF LOCALS LOOKING TO SPARKLE UP VILLAGE HALL

A HEAVENLY
MAKEOVER

A VILLAGE church Hall
has received a colourful
makeover, thanks to a
generous donation of paint
from a Notts firm.
Dulux Decorator Centre on
Clarence Street in the city
helped villagers in Halam
give some new sparkle to
their dilapidated community
hub.
The local institution hosts a
number of different
activities, including
afternoon tea for senior
citizens, the harvest supper
and a quiz night, which is a

non−profit entertainment evening, hosted specifically to bring
the local community together.
Up to ten volunteers from the village spent just three weeks
restoring the dull and drab church hall to its former glory −
brightening up the community centre and the lives of the
locals that use it.
The welcomed donation brings light relief to the villagers who
have seen their local post office close and witnessed the only
traditional pub turn into a modern restaurant.
Freshening up the tired looking interior walls, which have
been neglected for the past 15 years, Dulux Decorator Centres
has helped to transform the building into a modern and
welcoming community space.
Marina Thompson, project leader for Halam Village Hall said:
"The volunteers have worked extremely hard and transformed
the parish into a wonderful place for the local community to
enjoy for many more years to come. We are sincerely grateful

to Dulux Decorator Centres for
its generous paint donation and
continued support throughout
the project."
Kevin White, store manager of
the Nottingham Dulux
Decorator Centre said: "We
were honoured to help out with
this project. The Church Hall is
the heart of the community and
a fantastic resource for people
of all ages and backgrounds to
socialise, learn and help less
advantaged members of
society. We wish the project
every success."

EXPORTS MAY NOT
RESCUE UK ECONOMY

HOPES that the plunging pound may boost UK exports
have been questioned by new research into currency
movements.
The research from GEP − the Globalisation and Economic
Policy Centre at The University of Nottingham − challenges
expectations that UK firms might increase overseas sales
thanks to sterling’s recent plunge to a two−year low against
the Euro.
Following the largest−ever study of its kind into currency
movements, the research shows the sinking pound might have
almost no effect whatsoever on the UK’s manufacturing
exports.
A team of academics studied the exchange−rate movements

and export patterns of more than 23,000 UK manufacturing
firms over a 17−year period up to 2004.
They found shifts in rates had only a modest impact on total
manufacturing exports, mainly among domestic companies.
Multinationals’ export levels were not affected at all − and
currency movements did not influence firms’ decisions on
entering or leaving a market.
Dr Richard Kneller, one of the report’s authors, said: "When
sterling was very strong you heard people arguing that was
why we had such a large trade gap.
"But the drop in the pound now is not going to persuade
British manufacturers to get out their foreign phrasebooks and
start trying to sell overseas."

Pictured (l to r) are: Marina Thompson, Matthew Todd,
David Tadd, Andrew McCracken, John Whittaker,

Glenys Herbert and Carolyn Todd.

LORD NELSON PUB AND KITCHEN LIVES UP TO THE HYPE

SURPASSING EXPECTATIONS
LIVING up to expectations is always difficult.
And it’s twice as hard if you’ve built up an impressive
reputation in a very short space of time and hold a plethora of
awards for your efforts.
Which is why the Lord Nelson at Burton Joyce, which
re−opened in August, already had big things expected of it.
The next project from the Moleface Pub Company behind the
transformation of the Larwood and Voce in West Bridgford, it
seemed a wise choice of location for an appreciative local
target market.
After all, with the Larwood’s best local produce menu and
best pub food gongs at this year’s Nottingham Restaurant
Awards−it was a reputation that simply cannot be sniffed at.
And with the awards’ Young Chef of the year Nichola
Thompson promptly dispatched from the Larwood to take up
as Head Chef the expectation bar was hitting new heights.
The result? Impressive. And all undertaken in a setting that
maintains its identity as essentially a village pub. The suspect
wallpaper in the bar area apart, the refurb has worked.
And for a busy Thursday evening, the restaurant still remained
remarkably relaxed in atmosphere.
Lord Nelson himself was noted for his ability to inspire and
bring out the best in his men. Paralells weren’t completely out

of place here. Waiting staff and chefs actually smiled and
were happy to chat. You’d think in other gastro establishments
it’s banned.
£15.50 for a main course may be batting somewhat above
your average pub price. But when it involves the largest piece
of fish you’ve ever seen on a dinner plate and fellow diners
around you gasp in astonishment at its size, you know value
for money hasn’t been completely forgotten.
The inflated price however was just a just a footnote. Both the
salmon starter and my fellow diner’s half pint o’ prawn
cocktail were as tasty as they were well presented. On return
local pigeon on toast will have to be experienced.
For mains, grilled sirloin and chips in dripping and
horseradish and pork belly with apple sauce got the tastebuds
rumbling but slow cooked duck with black pudding was
chosen and it was served up close to perfection.
Once my fellow diner had got over the size of her fish it
served up as a tasty traditional combination with chips and
mushy peas.
Dessert however took pub food to a new level. The sticky
toffee pudding managed to strike the balance and not be too
rich, the strawberry and almond tart was soft and scrumptious.
The phrase go and see what the fuss is about would be an

understatement. Horatio
would have been more than
happy to eat here himself.
The Lord Nelson Pub and
Kitchen, Chesnut Grove,
Burton Joyce,
Nottingham
0115 931 1800
www.lordnelsonpub
andkitchen.co.uk

PENSIONER FLUNG TO
FLOOR IN BAG ATTACK

POLICE are hunting a man who robbed a pensioner’s
handbag after pulling her to the floor.
It happened just before 3pm on Thursday September 25 in an
alleyway between Ladbrooke Crescent and Winrow Gardens,
at Old Basford, behind the Stockhill fire station.
The suspect ran up behind the 83−year−old woman and
grabbed her bag, which was wrapped around her hand.
As he pulled the bag, he pulled the woman to the floor before
running off with it under his jumper.
Her bag contained money, bankcards and her glasses.

The offender was seen to get into a white hatchback car with a
white woman in the passenger seat. They drove off down
Ladbrooke Crescent, towards Bagnall Road.
The pensioner remains in hospital where she is being treated
for a dislocated and fractured right shoulder.
The suspect is described as white, aged 20 to 25, with short
blonde hair. He was wearing a cream or light coloured jumper
and jacket and blue jeans.
Anyone with any information is asked to contact DC Gina
Farrell at Oxclose Lane CID on 0115 9670 999 ext 4239.

What a way to begin: Pigeon on toast - just one of the
tantalising starters on offer at The Lord Nelson.

Inham Nook
Learning
Festival
A RANGE of activities are
taking place at the Inham
Nook Community Centre as
part of Family Learning
Festival.
The festival aims to highlight
how families can support
each other to learn.
All sessions except the Basic
Computer Course are free of
charge. Children must be
accompanied by a responsible
adult at all times.
More details about the
activities can be found
by contacting Inham Nook
Library on
0115 922 3133.

City
Charity Rock
A SPECIAL rock gig in the
city has raised £242 for the
local ChildLine base.
The event at the Salutation
Inn on Maid Marian Way
attracted a big crowd to see a
range of bands including The
New Generation Superstars,
Aphemia, Two Minutes Hate,
Tolerance and Mask of
Infamy from Nottingham,
Belgium band Doncker, and
English bands Voodoo
Johnson, Lucy’s Drowning,
Crystal Arcade and
Masdevallia. Local
singer/songwriter Jon Coates
also played at the gig which
ran from 12pm−12am on
September 14.
The gig was organised by
Rock Against Child
Pornography UK, part of an
international organisation
who set up events across
Europe to raise awareness
about abusive images of
children, internet safety and
child abuse and exploitation
of every kind.

Campaign
Slams
Council For
’Sidelining’
Support
From page 1...
"We will continue to listen to
constructive suggestions to
ensure we can develop a
replacement leisure facility
that reflects the local
community requirements. We
appreciate everyone’s time
and effort in developing these
proposals." "The current
advertising for a design team
to deliver feasibility options
next spring is not a closed
process and the feasibility
brief was well consulted upon
by the Working Group."
"Representatives will be
engaged throughout the
coming months to input and
assist this process and there is
no agenda to create a bland
leisure replacement." "The
Council has not refused to
make the Condition Surveys
public but as agreed at the
last Working Group, a full
check list will be produced to
ensure that any forthcoming
design proposals are fully
crossed referenced against
these surveys. The brief does
include options for two pools
as part of the design work
and this will be worked
through with options in the
coming months."
Mr Andasun however was
still unhappy with the
working group’s reaction to
his claims.
He added: "We all support
the work Ken has done but as
a representative of the council
we don’t really agree with
what’s he’s saying.
"There’s nothing in the
statement that answers why
the brief was sent out without
our amendments being taken
on board."
"He mentioned that the
briefing includes options for
two pools but that’s not what
was agreed, we definitely
wanted two pools, it wasn’t
an option, it had to be two
and this was argued over for
a long time."
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